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WARMINSTER  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

for  the  year  1937. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  and  sanitary  conditions  of  the  District. 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 


The  area  of  the  District  is  5651  acres,  and  the  population 
5494.  The  number  of  inhabited  houses  was  1660,  and  at  the 
31st.  December  the  rateable  value  was  £29424,  and  the  sum 
represented  by  a  penny  rate  was  £122.  The  main  industries  are 
glove-making,  silk-weaving,  engineering  and  motor  works,  paint 
works,  saw  mills  and  chair-making. 

During  the  year  there  was  comparatively  little  unemployment.  , 
A  large  number  of  workers,  mostly  unskilled,  were  brought  into  the 
District  for  work  in  the  construction  of  the  new  Barracks  on  the 
Imber  Road,  which  also  provided  increased  local  employment. 

Vital  Statistics. 


The  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  was  58,  29  males 
and  29  females.  The  birth  rate  was  10.55,  which  compares  with  a 
rate  of  14.9  for  England  and  Wales.  Deaths  of  infants  under  one 
year  numbered  3,  2  males  and  1  female,  giving  an  infant  mortality 
rate  of  51.7.  There  were  2  illegitimate  births  and  2  still  births. 
The  number  of  deaths  registered  was  77,  36  males  and  41  females. 

The  death  rate  was  14.01,  which  compares  with  12.4  for  England  and 
Wal e  s . 


Included  in  the  following 

table  are 

the  main 

causes  of 

deaths : 

• 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Influenza 

1 

1 

2 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

1 

— 

1 

Cancer 

6 

6 

12 

Cerebral  haemorrhage 

2 

4 

6 

Heart  Disease 

8 

11 

19 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

2 

4 

6 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

3 

1 

4 

Congenital  debility,  premature 

birth  etc. 

1 

1 

2 

Acute  and  Chronic  nephritis 

4 

4 

8 

By  violence 

2 

— 

2 

Peptic  Ulcer 

2 

1 

3 

Cirrhosis  of  the  Liver 

— 

2 

2 

Prevalence  of  Notifiable  and  Other 

Infectious 

Disease . 

The  District  has  been  almost  free  from  notifiable  disease. 

One  case  of  scarlet  fever  was  notified  in  February,  3  cases  of 
pneumonia  and  1  case  of  erysipelas  were  notified  during  the  year. 

In  the  winter,  influenza  of  a  mild  character  was  very  prevalent, 
and  there  was  an  epidemic  of  German  measles  in  the  spring. 

The  following  cases  were  notified  for  admission  to  Hospital*. 

No.  of  cases  Admitted  to  Hospital  Deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever.  1  1  - 

Tonsilitis.  1  1  - 


There  was  also  admitted  to  the  Hospital  a 
from  scarlet  fever,  who  contracted  the  disease 


patient  suffering 
outside  the  District. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


Now  cases  and  Mortality  during  1937. 


New  Cases 

Deaths . 

Age  Periods 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

M 

F 

M 

■  F 

K 

F 

M 

F 

0  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

1 - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 - 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

15 - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

- 

20 - 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

25  — 

— 

— 

1 

- 

1 

- 

— 

— 

35 - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

45 - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55 - 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

65  and 
upwards 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

r  , 

Totals 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

- 1 

— 

— 

There  were  three  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  during 
the  year,  one  pulmonary  and  two  non-pulmonary  ;  and  there  was  one 
death  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis.  The  number  of  cases  remaining 
in  the  Register  at  the  end  of  1937  was  44,  26  pulmonary  and  18 
non-pulmonary . 


Nursing  Arrangements  and  Hospitals. 


The  Nursing  Association  employs  two  nurses,  who  give  a  portion 
of  their  time  to  school  work  under  the  County  Council.  There  are 
also  one  or  two  maternity  nurses  working  independently. 

Hospital  Accommodation.  The  Warminster  Hospital,  which  has 
accommodation  for  thirty  patients,  supplies  adequately  the  medical 
and  surgical  needs  of  the  District. 

The  Joint  Isolation  Hospital.  This  Hospital  has  sufficient 
accommodation  for  cases  of  infectious  notifiable  diseases  under 
normal  conditions.  The  Hospital  is  now  under  the  management  of 
the  Trowbridge  and  District  Joint  Isolation  Hospital  Committee. 
Arrangements  have  been  made  to  take  infectious  cases  from  other 
Districts  sent  in  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  when 
accommodation  is  available,  and  during  the  year,  a  number  were 
admitted  from  various  Districts  by  the  County  Medical  Officer. 

Ambulance  Facilities,  (a)  For  infectious  cases...  An  ambulance  is 
kept  at  the  Isolation  Hospital,  and  is  always  available. 

(b)  For  non-inf ectious  cases. . .  An  ambulance 
is  provided  by  the  Urban  District  Council,  and  is  available  at 
any  hour,  day  or  night,  by  application  to  the  Police,  any  of  the 
doctors,  or  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Council. 


HOUSING-. 


There  has  been  a  great  improvement  in  the  housing  conditions 
throughout  the  District.  This  has  taken  place  gradually  for  a 
number  of  years,  and  has  been  due  to  action  taken  by  the  Council 
under  the  Housing  Acts,  and  also  to  private  building. 

The  demand  for  houses  however  remains  about  the  same,  owing 
to  some  extent  to  the  influx  of  temporary  residents  employed 
upon  the  erection  of  the  new  Barracks.  A  large  number  of 
insanitary  or  overcrowded  houses  were  inspected  during  the  year 
by  the  Housing  Committee,  and  it  was  decided  to  build  70  new 
houses  to  accommodate  the  tenants  of  those  condemned.  The  building 
of  these  houses  however  has,  unfortunately,  been  held  up  owing 
to  the  difficulty  in  obtaining  suitable  sites.  Under  the  Housing 
Act  of  1930,  159  persons  had  up  to  the  end  of  the  year  been 
displaced  from  insanitary  houses  in  respect  of  which  demolition 
or  clearance  orders  had  been  made  or  undertakings  given  to  convert 
two  into  one.  When  the  Council's  building  programme  above-mentioned 
has  been  carried  out,  the  problem  of  overcrowded  and  insanitary 
houses  should,  I  think,  be  almost  solved. 

Attached  to  this  report  is  your  Sanitary  Inspector's  statement 
of  work  carried  out  during  the  year  under  the  Housing  Acts  1925- 
1936,  and  a  very  full  report  on  the  sanitary  conditions  of  the 
District,  and  on  the  inspection  and  supervision  of  food. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  G-entlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.L.  HOG-AN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

25th  July  1938. 
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Housing  Acts  1925  to  1936 

Sanitary  Inspector's  Statement  of  Work  carried  out  during  1937, 
under  the  above  Acts,  in  the  Warminster  Urban  District. 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the*Ye-&r  : - 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 

Housing  Acts)  105 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  168 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (l)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  63 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  63 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation  63 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 

found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 

fit  for  human  habitation  Nil 

2.  REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  DURING-  THE  YEAR  WITHOUT  SERVICE  OF 
FORMAL  NOTICES  :- 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  officers  19 

3.  ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS  DURING-  THE  YEAR  :- 

(a)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  ; 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 

fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  :- 

(a)  By  owners  N\1 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices  :- 

(a)  By  owners  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners 


Nil 


/ 


(c)  Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  Nil 

(d)  Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 

were  made  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 

were  determined.,  the  tenement  or  room 

having  been  rendered  fit  Nil 

4.  HOUSING-  ACT,  1936  -  PART  IV  -  OVERCROWDING 


(a) 

-  U) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(b) 

— 

(c) 

-  (i) 

Ui) 

(a) 

Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 
of  the  year 

Number  of  families  dwelling  therein 

Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein 

Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding 
reported  during  the  year 

Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 
during  the  year 

Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases 

Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling- 
houses  have  again  become  overcrowded 
after  the  Local  Authority  have  taken 
steps  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding. 


12 

12 

158 

Nil 


Nil 


The  major  scheme  for  re-housing  was  under  consideration 
during  the  year  and  it  is  hoped  that  displacement  of  persons 
from  overcrowded  and  clearance  area  houses  will  take  place 
early  in  1939. 

Slow  but  steady  progress  has  been  ma.de  in  repairs  to 
property  both  under  sections  9  and  11  of  the  Housing  Act  1936, 
but  owing  to  the  difficulty  for  builders  of  this  and 
surrounding  districts  to  obtain  labour  progress  is  of  necessity 
very  slow.  There  are  quite  a  number  of  informal  notices 
outstanding  in  which  owners  have  given  instructions  for  the  . 
work  to  be  executed  and  the  work  has  not  yet  been  commenced. 
This  makes  it  impractical  to  serve  any  new  notices  except  the 
most  urgent  until  the  bulk  of  the  outstanding  notices  are 
complied. 


I  am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  Franklin  Gisborne, 
Sanitary  Inspector. 


<1  M 
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WARMINSTER  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

on  the 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA, 
during  the  year  ended  31/12/37. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 


The  supply  of  water  to  the  town  is  chiefly  derived  from 
the  Council1 s  Water  Undertaking  but  in  a  few  isolated  cases 
water  is  obtained  from  wells  while  an  old  service,  known  as 
the  "Warminster  Common  Supply",  still  serves  three  or  four 
premises. 

There  has  been  no  alteration  to  the  source  of  the  Council's 
Supply  while  minor  extensions  to  the  mains  and  improvements  to 
the  pumping  plant  have  been  carried  out. 

During  the  year  the  water  appeared  to  be  sufficient  in 
quantity  for  the  requirements  of  the  district  and  was  shown  by 
bacteriological  and  chemical  analyses  to  be  a  highly  pure 
water.  Samples  are  taken  periodically  for  examination  and 
the  following  shows  a  typical  analysis. 

REPORT  from  Salisbury  General  Infirmary  on  the 
Analysis  of  a  Sample  of  The  Town  Water  Supply  received  from 
The  Warminster  Urban  District  Council. 


Physical  Characters. 

CHEMICAL. 

Reaction.  P.H.  6.6 

Saline  and  Free  Ammonia 

Organic  (or  "albuminoid")  ammonia 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate  in 
two  hours  at  27° C. 

Chlorides 

Nitrogen  as  nitrates 

Total  Hardness 

(a)  Temporary 

(b)  Permanent 

Poisonous  Metals  including  lead 
Nitrites . 

Microscopical  .examination  of- 'the. 
Sediment . 

BACTERIOLOGICAL. 

Total  Colonies  growing  at  37* C 
in  48  hours . 

Number  of  Coli-Aerogenes 
organisms 


Excellent . 

Parts  per  100,000 
Acid  to  Litmus. 

Nil 

Nil 

0.01 

2.5 

Nil 

13.0 

4.0 

9.0 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil  per  1  c.c  of 
water. 

Nil  per  100  c.c.  of 
water . 


OPINION. 

Both  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examinations  show 
this  to  be  a  water  of  high  purity,  and  suitable  for 
drinking  purposes.  It  is,  however,  slightly  acid, 
so  care  should  be  taken  to  avoid  the  use  of  lead  pipes. 


' 

. 


/ 


Samples  taken  from  the  Warminster  Common  supply  proved 
satisfactory  but  one  sample  taken  from  a  well  supplying  one 
cottage  showed  it  to  be  heavily  polluted.  The  well  was 
closed  voluntarily  for  work  to  be  carried  out  upon  it,  and 
in  the  meantime  the  house  was  supplied  from  a  storage  tank 
which  was  regularly  filled  with  water. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 


Various  improvements  have  been  carried  out  to  the  general 
sewerage  system,  including  the  relaying  with  larger  diameter 
pipes  of  a  further  section  of  the  "Common"  Sewer.  The  sewage 
works  and  farm  have  been  well  maintained  and  a  satisfactory 
report  given  by  the  County  Council  concerning  the  effluent 
discharging  into  the  river. 

A  large  number  of  minor  improvements  were  carried  out 
to  private  drains  chiefly  in  connection  with  action  taken 
under  the  Housing  Acts. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS . 


One  case  of  pollution  was  discovered  entering  the  Swan 
River  from  adjoining  works  and  was  immediately  rectified 
upon  representation  being  made  to  the  occupiers. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 


A  number  of  the  closets  remaining  on  the  conservancy 
system  have  been  converted  to  the  water-carriage  system. 

Here  again  all  of  these  conversions  have  been  carried  out  in 
connection  with  Housing  repairs. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 


The  Surveyor  is  responsible  for  the  supervision  of  refuse 
collection  and  its  disposal.  Cesspool  cleansing  is  not  under¬ 
taken  by  this  Council. 

Collection  is  carried  out  twice  a  week  for  the  larger 
part  of  the  town  by  means  of  two  horse-drawn  vehicles , covered 
with  tarpaulins  after  collection  and  during  the  conveyance  to 
the  Council’s  tip. 

Refuse  is  disposed  of  by  tipping,  and  the  burning  of  any 
inflammable  substance. 

A  large  number  of  old  boxes,  buckets  and  tins  are  used 
by  householders  instead  of  proper  metal  sanitary  dust  bins. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  Council  will  enforce  the  provision  of 
proper  bins  during  1938. 

SHOPS  ACT  1934. 

10  shops  were  inspected  during  the  year  and  it  was  not 
found  necessary  to  take  any  action  under  the  Act. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 


There  were  no  complaints  received  and  no  action  taken  in 
connection  with  smoke  abatement  during  the  year. 


i. 
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SANITARY  inspections  of  the  district. 


f 

i 

Number  of  Inspections 

Complaints  Investigated 

56 

Re-inspections 

after  service  of  notice 

65 

Work  in  Progress 

88 

Factories 

19 

Workshops 

28 

Workplaces 

7 

Bakehouses  (Included  above) 

10 

Cowsheds  and  Farms 

35 

Dairies  and  Milk  Shops 

63 

Slaughter  Houses 

824 

Shops  where  Food  is  stored  or 
Prepared 

52 

Knackers  Yard 

15 

Shops  Act 

10 

Infectious  Disease 

4 

Public  Conveniences 

11 

Places  Licensed  for  Public 
Entertainment 

13 

Markets  and  Fairs 

40 

Rat  Disinfestation 

15 

Drainage  (Not  included  above) 

20 

River  Pollution 

3 

Housing  (all  cases  not  included 

above ) 

168 

Overcrowding 

21 

Miscellaneous 

16 

Total  No.  of  Inspections.  1573 

'  J  ■ 


/ 


. . . — — —  - 

Total  Number 

Infectious  Disease 

Rooms  disinfected 

5 

Drainage 

Water  Tests 

25 

Smoke  Tests 

4 

Colour  Tests 

3 

Water  Supply 

Samples  taken 

5 

Milk 

Samples  taken 

1 

NOTICES 


Total  Served 

Informal 

35 

Statutory 

Nil 

Circulars . 

To  Butchers  and  Farmers  etc. 

86 

|  Re  Various  regulations. 

RESULT  OF  NOTICES 


- , - 

Total  Complied 

Informal 

28 

Statutory 

Nil 

ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUG-S . 

It  was  found  unnecessary  to  take  any  action  in  connection 
with  the  eradication  of  bed  bugs  in  this  district  during  the 
year. 

SCHOOLS . 


All  schools  in  this  district  are  connected  with  the  Council's 
water  supply  and  have  proper  sanitary  arrangements. 

RATS  AND  LICE  DESTRUCTION. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  experiments  in  treating  the 
Council's  tip  with  cyanide  in  the  form  of  a  gas  for  the  purpose 
of  destroying  rats  were  carried  out.  These  proved  highly 
satisfactory  and  it  is  hoped  to  treat  the  tip  and  other  Council 
Property  regulary  during  the  next  year,  also  occupiers  will  be 
called  upon  to  take  steps  to  eradicate  the  vermin  from  private 
infested  property. 


. 


PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  WHICH  CAN 

BE  CONTROLLED  BY  BYELAWS  OR  REGULATIONS . 

There  are  nine  slaughter  houses  and  one  knackers  yard  in 
this  district -and  frequent  visits  show  that  they  are  maintained 
in  a  fairly  satisfactory  condition. 

There  are  no  registered  offensive  trades  in  the  area,  and 
as  far  as  is  known  no  underground  sleeping  rooms  exist. 

Visits  are  made  to  ascertain  that  the  sanitary  arrangements 
are  satisfactorily  maintained  during  the  April  and  October 
Fairs  held  in  Warminster. 

OUTWORKERS. 


1 — - - - - 

Number  of 

On  Register 

176 

Notices  to  outside  Authorities 

72 

Notices  from  outside  Authorities 

6 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS . 

1.  Inspect ion_of  Factpries_,_Wprkshops_and_Wprkplaces_ . 


Number  of 

premise's 

Inspections 

Written  Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

Factories 

(including  Factory 
Laundries) 

19 

1 

— 

Workshops 

(including  Workshop 
Laundries) 

28 

3 

— 

Workplaces, 

(Other  than  Outworkers’ 
premises ) 

7 

— 

— 

54 

4 

Nil 

All  bakehouses  have  been  maintained  in  a  satisfactory 
condition  although  it  was  necessary  to  call  the  attention  of 
one  occupier  to  the  dirty  condition  of  the  premises  which  were 
subsequently  cleansed. 


■ 


2 . D e  f e c t  s _f pund_i n  Faptori_ep ,  _Worksh.op_s_an.d_V/orkplace_s  . 


Number  of 

Defects . 

Number  of 
offences  in 
respect  of 
which  Prose¬ 
cutions  were 
instituted 

Particulars . 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

to 

H.M. 

Inspector . 

Nui_sances_  under  the 

Public  Health  Acts 

Want  of  cleanliness 

3 

3 

Want  of  ventilation 

— 

— 

~ 

— 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

- 

— 

— 

- 

Other  nuisances 

1 

— 

— 

— 

San  i_t  ary_A  c  commo da t i  on 
Insufficient 

1 

Unsuitable  or  defective 

2 

1 

_ 

Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Of  f ences_und_er_the_Factory 
and  Workshop _Acts 

Illegal  occupation  of 
underground  bakehouse 

( s  > 101 ) 

Other  offences 

(Excluding  offences 
relating  to  outwork 
and  offences  under 
the  Sections 
mentioned  in  the 

Schedule  to  the 

Ministry  of  Health 
(Factories  and 

Workshop  Transfer 
of  Powers)  Order  1921) 
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NARMINCTE-  urban  pi ct^ict  council. 

Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

on  the 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OP  FOOD 
during  the  year  ended  31/12/37. 


MILK  SUPPLY 

The  following  tables  show  the  total  number  of  persons 
trading  in  the  Milk  Industry  at  the  end  of  the  year  and  whose  names 
are  on  the  Council's  registers.  New  and  cancelled  registrations 
are  also  shown. 


Number  of 
Retailers 

Number  of  Wholesalers 
and  Producers 

Number  of 

Registered  Premises 

Application  for 
Registration 

5 

5 

3 

New  Registrations 
made 

.5 

5 

3 

Cancelled 

Registrations 

2 

2 

1 

Totals  on  Register 

31/12/37 

26 

30 

31 

Number  of  "Tuberculin  Tested"  milk  producers 

in  this  District 

Nil 

Number  of  "Accredited"  Milk  producers 
in  this  D: strict 

2 

Number  of  applications  granted  for  a  supplementary 
licence  to  retail  Tuberculin  Tested  milk 

Nil 

Number  of  applications  granted  for  a  supplementary 
licence  to  retail  Accredited  milk 

1 

Number  of  applications  for  a  licence  to  Pasteurise  milk 

1 

Number  of  licences  granted  to  Pasteurise  milk 

Nil 

. 

During  the  yeap  98  inspections  were  made  to  cowsheds?  dairies 
and  other  registered  premises.  Certain  cowsheds  were  found  to  be  in 
an  unsatisfactory  condition  and  the  details  were  reported  to  the 
Council  but  owing  to  an  outbreak  of  '''Foot  &  Mouth  "disease  in  this 
area  the  matter  was  deferred  until  the  outbreak  had  subsided.  In  one 
case?  however?  the  Council  resolved  to  serve  a  statutory  notice  if 
its  requirements  were  not  executed  by  March  1938. 

One  application  was  received  for  a  licence  to  "Pasteurise"  milk? 
but  was  refused  on  the  grounds  that  the  plant  did  not  conform  with 
the  requirements  of  the  Milk  &  Dairies  (Special  Designations)  Order 
1936.  An  appeal  was  lodged  with  the  Ministry  of  Health  but  later  with¬ 
drawn  by  the  Company  concerned.  Milk  continued  to  be  treated  by  heat 
at  this  factory  and  was  despatched  to  London  and  other  parts  but  none 
of  it  was  labelled  '’Pasteurised  Milk". 
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No  routine  milk  samples  are  taken  by  this  Council  for  bacterial 
content  or  for  tubercle  bacilli  but  one  sample  was  submitted  for  test 
when  the  application  for  a  pasteurising  licence  was  under  consideration. 

It  may  here  be  mentioned  that  considerable  difficulty  was  found 
in  obtaining  an  analyst  who  could  carry  out  the  ’’Phosphatase5' test 
for  pasteurised  milk  as  the  County  Patholo;  ist  was  unable  to  do  this 
work  at  that  time. 


MEAT  INSPECTION. 


The  following  tabular  statements  indicate  the  considerable  amount 
of  attention  that  has  to  be  given  to  the  inspection  of  meat  in  this 
district.  Over  850  visits  have  been  made  during  the  year  to  slaughter¬ 
houses,  butcher's  shops  and  other  places  where  meat  is  stored*  prepared 
or  sold. 

As  far  as  possible  all  carcases  and  organs  of  animals  killed  are 
examined.  At  the  Bacon  Factory  however*  complete  examination  is 
carried  out  by  a  responsible  employee  and  any  carcases  or  organ  showing 
disease  is  relocated  for  my  personal  inspection  together  with  all 
carcases  leaving  the  factory  in  whole  carcase  form. 

During  September  1937  a  supplementary  Memorandum  (62a/Foods)  was 
issued  setting  out  new  routine  procedure  for  the  examination  of  sheep, 
and  since  this  date  one  case  of  Caseous  Lymphadenitis  was  detected. 

It  is  not  possible  to  make  this  routine  examination  as  suggested  by 
Memo  62a/Foods  on  every  carcase  of  mutton  or  lamb  or  pive  any  more 
attention  to  the  inspection  at  the  Bacon  Factory  owinp  to  the  size  of 
the  District  and  the  absence  of  any  travelling  arranpements  made  by 
this  Council.  It  is  intcrestinp  to  note  that  cases  of  swine  fever 
were  found  amonpst  a  consignment  of  pips  at  a  slaughterhouse. 

Anti -mortem  inspection  is  only  carried  out  upon  the  reporting 
by  the  slaughterman  of  a  casualty  or  sick  animal. 

There  are  9  slaughterhouses  in  this  district,  4  registered, 

1  licensed  not  subject  to  annual  renewal,  4  licensed  subject  to  annual 
renewal.  Two  of  the  annual-licensed  slaughterhouse  occupiers  have 
been  given  notice  that  unless  certain  improvements  are  made  the  licences 
will  not  be  renewed.  In  both  cases  the  occupiers  have  intimated  their 
intention  to  make  these  improvements,  one  firm  agreeing  to  occupy 
entirely  new  and  modern  premises. 

All  butchers  shops  and.  other  food  premises  have  been  subjected  to 
routine  inspection  and  at  all  times  found  in  a  clean  and  satisfactory 
condition.  During  the  year  it  was  found  that  a  number  of  meat  traders 
were  committing  minor  infringements  of  the  Public  Health  (Meat) 
Regulations  1924 5  in  consequence  of  which  the  whole  trade  was  circulated 
with  a  memorandum  pointing  out  the  duties  of  traders  under  these 
Regulations. 

There  is  no  meat  marking  scheme  under  Part  III  of  the  Public 
Health  (Meat)  Regulations  1924  in  force  in  this  district. 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Conednined. 
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Inspections 

Cattle 

Calves 

- — n 

Sheep 

* - - 

1  Pics 

Total 

Number  killed  and 
inspected 

274 

97 

544 

7211 

— 

8126 

.... 

Condemnations. 


All  diseases  except 
Tuberculo  sis. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

— ■ - 

Nil 

■ 

16 

| 

~ — 1 

16 

j» 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  or;  an  was 
condemned 

48 

Nil 

 -   - 

20 

... 

265 

333  [ 

Percentage  affected  with 
disease  (excluding 
Tuberculosis) 

i  1  "  r 

17.5 

Nil 

3.7 

3.9 

4.3 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

9 

11  ’ 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  or ran  was 
condemned 

24 

1 

Nil 

484 

509 

Percentage  affected 
with  Tuberculosis 

9.5 

1 

t— j 

• 

o 

Nil 

6.8 

6.4  ! 

t 

} 
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Carcases  condemned  as  totally  unfit  for  human  food 


Cattle 

Calves 

- 1 

Sheep 

PiCS 

Weip’ht  * 

i 

Tuberculosis 

2 

- 

- 

9 

2714 

Inflammatory 

Disease 

- 

— 

5 

.  . 

386 

Bacterial 

Disease 

- 

— 

— 

4 

340 

Swine  Fever 

- 

- 

- 

7 

560 

4000 


' 
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Carcases  condemned  as  partially  unfit  for  human  food 


Casualty 


Tuberculosis 

Inflammatory 

Disease 

Parasitic 

Disease 

Bacterial 

Disease 


Tuberculosis 


Inflammatory 

Disease 


Parasitic 

Disease 


Bacterial 

Disease 


Other 

Disease 


Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Portions 

Condemned 

Weight. 

- 

- 

- 

1 

M  VO 

! 

Legs 

Shoulder 

U20i 

18 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Neck 

Forequarter 

8 

154 

— 

- 

— 

3 

1 

Part  loins 
Forequarter 

15 

uo 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

Legs  &  Flank 
Legs 

18 

22-J- 

716  lbs. 

•V 
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Other  Pood  Condemned 


Tons. 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

lbs. 

Imported  beef 

( decomposition) 

— 

1 

1 

23 

Total  we i rht  of  meat  condemned  for  1937 • 


- 

Tons. 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

lbs. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

15 

2 

24 

Carcases  partly  condemned 

6 

1 

16 

Organs  condemned 

6 

1 

2 

7 

Imported  Meat 

1 

1 

23 

Total 

8 

5 

- 

14 

Signed.  A.  C.  Franklin  Gisborne. 
SANITARY  &  MEAT  INSPECTOR. 


2nd  March  1938. 


